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not merely dacoity in the true meaning of that word ; but it wag
armed resistance to British administration,, and as such it had to
be put down with a heavy hand. Lurking in jungle recesses almost
impenetrable for regular troops, these armed bands were seldom to
be met with in the open field. As a matter of course they were
entirely dependent on villagers for food and other contributions,
their demands for which they enforced with such barbarities as
burning and devastating villages, slaughtering headmen, and
crucifying or otherwise executing men suspected of giving inform-
ation to the British.

The   enormous   difficulties  of   contending   with  widespread

Difficulties of suppressing the   revolt, rebellion, and crime of this sort

rebellion.                carL ^e easily imagined.    It was necessary

to attack the root of the evil by constantly harassing the armed

bands so as to keep them in a continual state   of apprehension,

isolate them, cut them off from villages in which they had friends

or relatives, and deprive them of their secret supporters.

It will be noticed that so far the British had been unsuccessful
in capturing any of the chiefs who were fighting against them. . These
men never exposed themselves in action and were the first to make
off at the slightest sign of danger. The country people were still
afraid to give information which would lead to their capture, and
did all in their power to assist in their escape. They had excellent
information of the British movements, and even if our troops
accidentally got near to them, they could always easily effect their
escape on fast ponies, whiles their adherents scattered, to re-unite on
a future day after the departure of the British.

It was evident that the only remedy was an unrelenting pur-
suit of the chiefs at such a pace as to tire them out and eventually
effect their death or capture, but this course was at present im-
practicable owing to the time of the year and the flooded state of
the country*

Between the 1st April and the 31st July a hundred small en-
gagements were fought* An account of them in detail will be dull
reading, but will nevertheless be now given, in order to show the
strength of the resistance offered to our rule throughout the 100,000
square miles from Kindat to Pyinmana. "Wherever there was an
objective, that objective was sought out and mastered, with the
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